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INSTALLATION COMMANDER'S PROCLAMATION LETTER:

Army Domestic Abuse Prevention Month OCTOBER 2009

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE! ACT TO PREVENT DOMESTIC ABUSE! 
Army leadership is fully committed to taking care of its people and investing in the health and mission preparedness of Soldiers and Families. Domestic Abuse undermines that commitment.

Therefore, the Army is committed to emphasizing prevention, assuring that victims of domestic abuse are protected through a combination of reporting options and multiple sources of support and intervention, and to holding offenders responsible through treatment and/or administrative action for those who continue to abuse.
When it comes to Domestic Abuse, the entire Army Family should reflect on the Army values of Duty, Honor, Integrity and Personal Courage.  The vast majority of the Army Family are neither offenders nor victims, but may be bystanders that witness domestic abuse.  The Army Family has the power to change the climate around domestic abuse.  When “bystanders” recognize the signs of domestic abuse they should willingly assume responsibility and take action to prevent abuse before it occurs.

Make the Right Choice! Act to Prevent Domestic Abuse. "Doing nothing" is the only wrong choice.  “The Right Choice” is to do something positive to end ongoing abuse and to prevent abuse from happening in the first place. Each person can lead from the front. 

Everyone in the community can make a difference.  Abuse exists on a continuum.   It may start with ignoring small warning signs, progress to relationship distress and escalate to severe violence.  Every positive action helps to change the climate.

· Recognize the signs of Domestic Abuse.

· Acknowledge that interpersonal violence is always wrong.
· Refer to the places where help is available.

· Lead from the front. 

· Reach out to help.  

· Reach out for help. 

· Take advantage of the many Family services and programs.  

· Reach out to support victims.  

· Hold offenders accountable.  

· Do everything you can to create a climate of safety and respect.

The key to effective prevention is a commitment from command and all members of the community to get involved.  Share a sense of purpose – watch out for one another and intervene. The Family Advocacy Program on each installation is a good starting place for making the right choice.

A Call to Action for Prevention of Domestic Abuse:
                                                     L-D-R-S-H-I-P

Loyalty:
Commit to the safety of the community – recognize the warning signs .
Duty:
Reduce violence – report acts of abuse.
Respect:
Value that everyone has a right to feel safe.
Selfless Service: 
Sustain personal and relationship preparedness – “never quit.”
Honor:
Share a sense of purpose – watch out for one another and intervene. 

Integrity:
Lead from the front. Make the right choice. Do the right thing. 

Personal Courage:
Seek help and refer others, sooner rather than later – “a sign of strength”
(* Customize this Call To Action for Prevention with your Installation contact information.)

[image: image2.png]


Printed on               Recycled Paper


